@Connress of the United States
MWashington, BE 20515

May 2", 2016

The Honorable Andy Slavitt

Acting Administrator

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
7500 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, MD 21244

Dear Acting Administrator Slavitt:

We write to express our deep concerns regarding the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)
“Part B Drug Payment Model” proposed rule, published in the Federal Register on March 11, 2016.
CMS’s proposed Medicare drug experiment would unnecessarily disrupt care for the sickest seniors who
depend on Medicare, including those with cancer, macular degeneration, rheumatoid arthritis,
neurological disorders, rare diseases and primary immunodeficiency diseases. Given these concerns
outlined here, we ask that CMS withdraw this proposed rule that could endanger access to care for
America’s most vulnerable seniors.

CMS’s proposed Medicare experiment would impose cuts in Phase 1 that will severely harm patient
access to needed drugs. Under CMS’s Medicare drug experiment, numerous physicians would face
acquisition costs that exceed the Medicare payment amount for certain drugs. This policy will make it
harder for patients to receive the drugs they need and especially hurt seniors who depend on doctors in
smaller practices or those who live in rural areas.

The scope of the proposed experiment on drugs for seniors is also deeply troubling. CMS proposes
forcing nearly 75% of the country to participate in the Medicare drug experiment. The impact on
patients will be sweeping and affect seniors across the country.

CMS’s proposed Medicare drug experiment would also lead physicians to refer patients to a hospital
outpatient department (HOPD). Driving more care to an often less convenient, more costly setting
makes it more challenging for beneficiaries to access needed care and increases overall Medicare costs.
This will lead to further consolidation and less choice for seniors.

The policies in the proposed Part B model were developed with no input from outside experts and those

with real-world experience. CMS should have consulted with affected stakeholders considering the
proposal’s broad scope and risk for beneficiaries.
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We are concerned that the proposed model will hinder physician efforts to participate in delivery and
payment reforms, including the Oncology Care Model (OCM) and the various alternative payment
models (APMs) incentivized by the bipartisan Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act of 2015
(MACRA). OCM practices have voluntarily engaged to make changes aimed at bringing more value
through a model that CMS established in close consultation with stakeholders. Layering cuts on top of
sweeping systematic changes will hurt efforts at payment reform in Medicare.

We are also concerned that the proposal fails to state how CMS will assess the impact on the quality of
care beneficiaries receive. The proposal states an expectation that the model will reduce Part B drug
spending while maintaining the quality of care beneficiaries receive, yet it does not provide the specifics
of how access and quality will be assessed throughout the duration of the model or in the evaluation
phase. Understanding the quality metrics used to determine whether there are acute problems or what
constitutes the ultimate success of the model is critically important. Yet CMS failed to address this in
their proposed rule.

This experiment affects all our constituents, Democrat or Republican, and we believe that Congress,
whose responsibility is to the electorate, is best tasked with making these decisions, not an
unaccountable entity. Every American should have their voices heard rather than be silenced by
Washington politics.

Given the numerous concerns regarding this rule and the impact it will have on Medicare seniors’ access
to lifesaving drugs, we again urge CMS to withdraw this proposed regulation.

Sincerely,

%W A b

TOM PRICE, M.D. J SHTMKUS ,
LS Heuseof Répresentatives URSJ House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

STEVE SCALISE
.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
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The Honorable Tom Price, M.D.

The Honorable John Shimkus

The Honorable Charles Boustany Jr., M.D.
The Honorable Kevin Brady

The Honorable Fred Upton

The Honorable Steve Scalise

The Honorable Mac Thornberry

The Honorable Candice Miller

The Honorable Steve Chabot

The Honorable Bill Shuster

The Honorable Charles W. Dent

The Honorable Michael T. McCaul
The Honorable Luke Messer

The Honorable Patrick McHenry

The Honorable Cathy McMorris-Rodgers
The Honorable Lamar Smith

The Honorable John Kline

The Honorable Jeb Hensarling

The Honorable Robert W. Bishop

The Honorable Harold Rogers

The Honorable Pete Sessions

The Honorable Michael Conaway

The Honorable Bob Goodlatte

The Honorable Edward R. Royce

The Honorable Jason Chaffetz

The Honorable Jeff Miller

The Honorable Robert Dold

The Honorable Larry Bucshon, M.D.
The Honorable Michael C. Burgess, M.D.
The Honorable Randy Hultgren

The Honorable Michael G. Fitzpatrick
The Honorable Brett Guthrie

The Honorable Tom Cole

The Honorable Rodney Davis

The Honorable Tom Reed

The Honorable Tim Walberg

The Honorable David W. Jolly

The Honorable Frank Lucas

The Honorable Doug Lamborn

The Honorable Bob Latta



The Honorable Robert J. Wittman
The Honorable Stephen Fincher

The Honorable Kristi Noem

The Honorable Daniel M. Donovan, Jr.
The Honorable Richard Nugent

The Honorable F. James Sensenbrenner, Jr.
The Honorable Darren LaHood

The Honorable Christopher H. Smith
The Honorable Tom Graves

The Honorable Jeff Denham

The Honorable Mike Coffman

The Honorable Cynthia M. Lummis
The Honorable Virginia Foxx

The Honorable Walter B. Jones

The Honorable Frank A. LoBiondo
The Honorable Stevan Pearce

The Honorable Ted Poe

The Honorable Blaine Luetkemeyer
The Honorable John L. Mica

The Honorable Tom McClintock

The Honorable Collin C. Peterson
The Honorable Mick Mulvaney

The Honorable Duncan Hunter

The Honorable John R. Carter

The Honorable Michael Simpson

The Honorable David A. Trott

The Honorable Austin Scott

The Honorable Trent Franks

The Honorable John Culberson

The Honorable Patrick Meehan

The Honorable Rod Blum

The Honorable Ryan A. Costello

The Honorable Barbara Comstock
The Honorable Gregg Harper

The Honorable George Holding

The Honorable Mimi Walters

The Honorable Mike Rogers

The Honorable Paul A. Gosar, D.D.S .
The Honorable Scott DesJarlais, M.D.
The Honorable Brad Ashford



The Honorable Tom Marino

The Honorable Doug LaMalfa

The Honorable Scott Tipton

The Honorable Ann Wagner

The Honorable Erik Paulsen

The Honorable Joseph R. Pitts

The Honorable Bradley Byrne

The Honorable Bruce Westerman

The Honorable David Rouzer

The Honorable Rick Allen

The Honorable David P. Roe, M.D.
The Honorable Mike Pompeo

The Honorable Bob Gibbs

The Honorable Robert Pittenger

The Honorable David Young

The Honorable Earl L. "Buddy" Carter
The Honorable Robert B. Aderholt
The Honorable Steve Russell

The Honorable James B. Renacci

The Honorable Richard Hudson

The Honorable Dan Benishek, M.D.
The Honorable John R. Moolenaar
The Honorable Mike Bishop

The Honorable Chris Stewart

The Honorable Dennis A. Ross

The Honorable Lou Barletta

The Honorable Ron DeSantis

The Honorable David B. McKinley
The Honorable Martha Roby

The Honorable Jackie Walorski

The Honorable Glenn "GT" Thompson
The Honorable Jim Bridenstine

The Honorable Mia Love

The Honorable Cresent Hardy

The Honorable Ralph L. Abraham Jr., M.D.
The Honorable Mark E. Amodei

The Honorable Charles J. Fleischmann
The Honorable Brian Babin, D.D.S.
The Honorable Frank C. Guinta

The Honorable Evan Jenkins



The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart
The Honorable Glenn Grothman
The Honorable Tom Rice

The Honorable Kevin Yoder

The Honorable Scott E. Rigell
The Honorable Joe Heck, D.O.
The Honorable Tom Emmer

The Honorable Dave Brat

The Honorable John Ratcliffe
The Honorable Garret Graves
The Honorable Barry Loudermilk
The Honorable Thomas Massie
The Honorable Jason Smith

The Honorable Andy Barr

The Honorable Bill Flores

The Honorable Steve Womack
The Honorable Kevin Cramer
The Honorable Diane Black

The Honorable Devin Nunes

The Honorable French Hill

The Honorable Morgan H. Griffith
The Honorable David G. Valadao
The Honorable Adam Kinzinger
The Honorable Patrick J. Tiberi
The Honorable Mike Bost

The Honorable Markwayne Mullin
The Honorable Carlos Curbelo
The Honorable Chris Collins

The Honorable Susan Brooks
The Honorable Steve Knight

The Honorable Keith Rothfus
The Honorable Renee Ellmers
The Honorable Bill Huizenga
The Honorable David B. Reichert
The Honorable David P. Joyce
The Honorable Steve Stivers

The Honorable Todd Young

The Honorable Doug Collins

The Honorable Daniel Webster
The Honorable Scott Perry



The Honorable Martha McSally
The Honorable Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M.
The Honorable Sean P. Duffy

The Honorable Sam Graves

The Honorable John Katko

The Honorable Alex Mooney

The Honorable Blake Farenthold
The Honorable Randy Neugebauer
The Honorable Roger Williams

The Honorable Mark Meadows

The Honorable Jaime Herrera Beutler
The Honorable Kay Granger

The Honorable Reid J. Ribble

The Honorable Trey Gowdy

The Honorable Vern Buchanan

The Honorable Greg Walden

The Honorable Leonard Lance

The Honorable Marsha Blackurn
The Honorable Tim Murphy, M.D.
The Honorable Thomas J. Rooney
The Honorable Ed Whitfield

The Honorable Gus M. Bilirakis
The Honorable Joe Barton

The Honorable Adrian Smith

The Honorable Pete Olson

The Honorable Peter J. Roskam
The Honorable Kenny Marchant
The Honorable Lynn Westmoreland
The Honorable Scott Garrett

The Honorable Sam Johnson

The Honorable Rodney P. Frelinghuysen
The Honorable Vicky Hartzler

The Honorable Matt Salmon

The Honorable Ken Calvert

The Honorable Don Young

The Honorable John Fleming, M.D.
The Honorable Louie Gohmert

The Honorable John J.Duncan Jr.
The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen
The Honorable Darrell E. Issa



The Honorable Michael R. Turner
The Honorable Joe Wilson

The Honorable Randy J. Forbes
The Honorable Steve King

The Honorable Ander Crenshaw
The Honorable Mike Kelly

The Honorable Billy Long

The Honorable Lynn Jenkins

The Honorable Bill Johnson

The Honorable Jeff Fortenberry
The Honorable Andy Harris, M.D.
The Honorable Lee Zeldin

The Honorable Todd Rotika

The Honorable Eric A. Crawford
The Honorable Jody Hice

The Honorable Dan Newhouse
The Honorable Ken Buck

The Honorable Peter T. King
The Honorable Steven Palazzo
The Honorable Krysten Sinema
The Honorable Ted S. Yoho

The Honorable Mark Walker

The Honorable Jeff Duncan

The Honorable Jim Jordan

The Honorable Bill Posey

The Honorable Elise Stefanik
The Honorable Randy Weber
The Honorable Will Hurd

The Honorable Bruce Poliquin
The Honorable Robert Hurt

The Honorable David Schweikert
The Honorable Ryan Zinke

The Honorable Trent Kelly

The Honorable Chris Gibson

The Honorable Paul Cook

The Honorable Richard L. Hanna
The Honorable Curt Clawson
The Honorable C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger
The Honorable Gary Palmer

The Honorable Mo Brooks



The Honorable Tom MacArthur
The Honorable Raul Labrador



