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Applying Abstract Ethics Rules in the Real World: 
Ex Parte Contacts and the Witness-Advocate Rule 

 
This interactive program uses hypotheticals to explore two seemingly simple abstract 
ethics rules:  (1) a lawyer cannot communicate ex parte with a represented person; (2) a 
lawyer cannot act as both an advocate and a witness in a trial.  The hypotheticals focus 
on the difficulty of applying such basic principles in the real world. 


